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The OVH ARC Newsletter 
OLE VIRGINIA HAMS” AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC.

Post Offi ce Box 1255, Manassas, Va. 20108
OVH FM Repeaters - 146.970- & 224.660- & 442.200+ & 443.500+

OVH D-STAR Repeaters - W4OVH - 146.865- & 442.5125+ (now temporarily out of service)

Web Site at http://w4ovh.net

June 2015
Next Meeting: Monday, June 15, 2015

PRESIDENT’S LETTER:
Greetings one and all! As I look at the schedule of Ham radio 

related activities, I realize again that June is one of our busiest 
months and there are many “behind the scenes” activities that 
our members support. “Thank You” to all of them!  

As this newsletter goes to print, our 41st Hamfest is just a 
few days away on Sunday, June 14th; again, our Chairman 
Terry / KC4DV (for the 4th year?) has been doing a superb 
job of organizing and coordinating a large group of folks 
to manage all of the many details that go into putting on 
the annual Hamfest and making it successful. Numerous 
OVH individuals stand behind Terry, dedicating their time 
to managing the details critical to the success of the fest - 
ticketing at the gates, soliciting vendors, greeting tailgators, 
contracts and rental management, security, preparing advertising, updating of the club 
web site, bake sales support, manning the club consignment table, 4H Youth Lounge, and 
a multitude of other details. The “free” Saturday morning (June 13th) OVH breakfast just 
before the Hamfest setup activities by OVH members at the Fairgrounds will be at 8:00 am 
at the Chik-Fil-A on Liberia Ave. Check the email refl ector for last minute details.

 If the inner workings of the Hamfest weren’t amazing and impressive enough, there are 
the concurrent preparations for the upcoming ARRL / OVH Field Day event to be held on 
June 27 & 28 at the Pavilion at the Nokesville Park! This will be a great opportunity for 
those who have limited time behind the mike (or key) and would like to experience and 
learn more; a lot of collective OVH knowledge and experience will be at this 24 hour event. 
Like the Hamfest, all volunteers are welcomed, especially for the Saturday morning setup 
and Sunday afternoon takedown. Oh, and if you are one of those who enjoys operating 
during the night hours, there’ll likely be a station waiting for an operator.

Kudos to those who supported another successful mini-tri this past weekend; OVH has 
earned a good reputation for assisting with this community activity. Special thanks to 

OLE VIRGINIA TIMES

Cont’d on Page 3
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Ole Virginia Hams Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
Post Offi ce Box 1255

Manassas, Virginia 20108

OFFICERS
President:   Wayne  Phillips N7QLK 393-8447
Vice Pres:    Clarence Meese K4CNM 791-6424
Secretary:   Byron Dillon AK4XR 222-2095
Treasurer:   Terry Erlacher KC4DV 571-292-1490

DIRECTORS
Don (Butch) Blasdell W4HJL 369-2877
Arthur Whittum W1CRO 791-4330
Charlie Dale WA4YGI 361-3091
Bob Zaepfel K4HJF 282-2451

WEEKLY FM REPEATER NET COORDINATOR
Thurs - 8:00 PM  Local Time JOHN / KG4NXT 257-3566

HAMFEST 2015 - Chairman
Terry KC4DV 571-292-1490

FIELD DAY 2015 - Co-Chairs
John KG4NXT 257-3566
Ken KM4ABL 753-7863
Byron AK4XR 222-2095

CLUB ROSTER / DATABASE
Arthur W1CRO 791-4330

EDUCATION
Mark WA4KFZ 818-8033

CLUB EMERGENCY COORDINATOR
Clarence Meese K4CNM 791-6424

ARES - EMERGENCY COORDINATOR
David Lane KG4GIY 703-628-3868

             email:  KG4GIY@ARRL.NET
Prince William County ARES   website       http://pwcares.org

FINANCE
Arthur W1CRO 791-4330
Mark WA4KFZ 818-8033
Terry KC4DV 571-292-1490

GENERATORS
Steve N4OGR 361-0008
Keith KM4AA 909-1512
Al KB4BHB 368-4794

HISTORIAN
Theresa KG4TVM 257-3566

WEBMASTER — W4OVH.NET
Paul W4ZB 754-0910

EMAIL REFLECTOR — w4ovh@googlegroups.com
David Lane KG4GIY 628-3868

JOTA
Scott KB8NUM 365-2642

LEGAL
Bob K4HJF 282-2451

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN
Luther KJ4FDK 361-4885

NEWSLETTER
Paul W4ZB 754-0910

NEWSLINE FOR THE WEEKLY NET
John H. KG4NXT 257-3566

PROGRAMS FOR MEETINGS
Terry KC4DV 571-292-1490

QUARTERMASTER
Steve N4OGR 361-0008

REPEATER CONTROLLERS
Keith KM4AA 909-1512
Arthur W1CRO 791-4330
Butch W4HJL 369-2877
Steve N4OGR 361-0008
David KG4GIY 361-3042
George K4GVT 791-5956
Russ WB4HHN 368-6435

W4OVH / W4PVA — TRUSTEE
Keith KM4AA 909-1512

SCHOLARSHIP
Jim W4JTP 392-0150

SUNSHINE
Theresa (Acting) KG4TVM 257-3566

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE
Keith KM4AA 909-1512
Arthur W1CRO 791-4330
Butch W4HJL 369-2877
Bill N4SV 590.9562
Bob K4HJF 335-1939
David KG4GIY 628-3868



          OVH ARC Newsletter - June 2015 - Page 3 of 11

Sunshine Corner:

Very happy birthday wishes this month to Jan / KE4TMW, Emma / nocall, Steve / N4OGR, 
Derrick / KV4SH, Doris  / KI4DAL, Rosemary / KI4SND, Wayne / AG4ZZ, Gene / N4HFW 
and Bob / K4HJF. 

The 41st Hamfest is just a few days away. Thanks to everyone who has been helping out and 
who will be helping out at the Hamfest this year; your contribution was greatly appreciated. 

Congratulations to the OVH scholarship winner this year, Joaquin Garcia. It was my 
privilege to work on the scholarship committee with Jim / W4JTP and Butch / W4HJL. I’m 
very happy to see the OVH scholarship go to a student with such a bright future. It was 
wonderful to have his family attend our May meeting. Best wishes to you, Joaquin! More on 
this award later in this Newsletter.

Very sad to report the passing of John’s WA1STU Mother-in-Law.  Please keep John and 
Shirley in your thoughts and prayers. 

Get well wishes to Doc / W1IMX as he recovers from surgery.

Congratulations to Lilly / KK4MXY on her graduation from high school on June 10th and 
her admission to Fordham University in New York City. 

Our neighbor, Bill / KM4KWX just passed his test and is now a Technician. Hope to get him 
on the air for one of our Thursday night net; his very fi rst QSO was with Steve / N4OGR!

Thank you to everyone that helped at the Mini Tri on Sunday, June 7th, I’m hearing we had 
a great turnout from the OVH to help.

The next big event shortly after the upcoming Hamfest will be  the ARRL / OVH Field Day 
on Sat/Sun, June 27th and 28th. Don’t forget the potluck dinner on Saturday night, bring the 
family! More on that later in this Newsletter too!

Please do check into the Thursday night VHF/UHF FM repeater net which starts at 
8:00 pm local time. More details on the W4OVH.NET web site under the “Radio Nets” tab!

  73    Theresa   KG4TVM         email: kg4tvm@hotmail.com

Clarence / K4NCM, Ron / N4RDZ, John / KG4NXT, Al / KB4BHB, Byron / AK4XR, Gavin / 
KK4MXT, Ray / KM4EKR, Sandy / KM4JUS, and Ed / KK4PHP.

For those who missed our May club meeting, you missed a very informative presentation 
from Alan / WA2GTT about restoration of the Zenith Trans-Oceanic receiver. Not only did he 
show us a beautiful piece of equipment, but he gave us a good historical overview of how the 
receiver was developed and used. Thank you Alan for showing us the various “James Bond 
-like” features of the receiver.  

I hope to see you at the Monday, June 15th, next regular OVH meeting, 7:30 pm at the 
Manassas Public Works, 8500 Public Works Drive, Manassas, Virginia at which there will 
be  a post-event review of the Hamfest. We will also be discussing last-minute details for the 
upcoming OVH/ARRL Field Day, 27-28 June. Keep the thoughts/ideas coming to me at my 
email: N7QLK@ARRL.net. 

73      Wayne      N7QLK    
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Minutes of the Ole Virginia Hams Amateur Radio Club Meeting 
May 18, 2015:

President Wayne / N7QLK called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm and led the club in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Meeting was held at the Manassas Public Works Building, main conference room.

All present stated their names and call signs: 21 OVH members and 8 guests. 

Scholarship – A $1,000 Scholarship check was presented to this year’s OVH scholarship winner, 
Joaquin Garcia, who was present with his parents.

4H - A check for $150 was presented to Kristin Saul for the 4H for the prizes to be given out to 
Youth Lounge attendees in at the Hamfest in June.

Minutes from the May meeting were sent out in the newsletter, motion by Terry / KC4DV to accept 
the minutes, and seconded by Bob / K4HJF. Motion Passed.

Treasurer’s Report – Terry / KC4DV gave the report, motion by Theresa / KG4TVM to accept the 
report, and seconded by Al / KB4BHB.  Approved as presented.

Membership – Terry / KC4DV read in Chris Sleczkowski / KK4ZUY. The Club then voted in 
William Crawford / KM4JNX.

ARES – No report. Clarence reported that there was to be a meeting the following Saturday at the 
EOC on digital Training.

Repeater – It was reported that George had submitted the plans for the new shed to the water 
authority.

Training - No report. 

Hamfest – Terry / KC4DV Asked for volunteers to man the consignment table.  Steve / N4OGR 
volunteered. On Saturday morning, June 13th, 2015 at 8:00 am we will meet at the Chik-fi l-A on 
Liberia Drive for breakfast; then we will travel to the Fairgrounds to setup for the Hamfest. All 
members should come out to help.

Field Day –Phil / AC4PL be cooking again this year.  We will be having Bratwurst, hamburgers 
and Hotdogs.  Please bring a dish to share.  Please contact the planning team if you would like to 
help. We will need operators for overnight, SSB,  CW and digital modes.

Sunshine Corner – Theresa / KG4TVM wished everyone with a birthday in May a “Happy 
Birthday”.  It was reported that Doc / W1IMX had back surgery but was back home. Also Ken’s (wife 
was in the hospital.  And Luther needs all the “Sunshine” he can get.  

Web Page – Paul / W4ZB reported “the webpage working as usual.”

4H –Youth Lounge- Civil Air Patrol will not make it this year. Terry / WA5NTI is looking for a 
new contact in the CAP.  Skywarn will be there and will be giving presentations. The Buckhall Fire 
department Ambulance will be there. They were looking for ARES to come out. Clarence / K4NCM 
was volunteered to help out there. It was mentioned that there is an ARES banner in the trailer.

Cont’d on page 6
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Cont’d on page 6

50-50 - $19.00 was collected. Katy Saul won the drawing and received $9.00.

Terry / WA5NTI mentioned that AMRAD will be having a 40th Anniversary dinner.  It will 
cost $20 to attend but you get an Arduino board for coming. They will be coming out with various 
experiments for the Arduino board in the coming year. Go to http://amrad.org for details. 

Wayne / N7QLK mentioned the sales tax free day for Hurricane preparedness items next 
following Monday.

Presentation.- Alan / WA2GTT presented and demonstrated a “Zenith  Transoceanic Radio” that 
had been donated to the club and which he had refurbished. After hours of cleaning the tuning 
mechanism and the radio, it really looks good and now works. He presented the history on it which 
was fascinating.

Old Business – None

New Business – Another Mini-Tri will be held on June 28th, a date which partially confl icts with 
the upcoming Field Day.  

Motion to adjourn the meeting by Wayne / N7QLK and seconded by Al / KB4BHB, motion passed.

Reminders about some upcoming events / calendar dates:
HAMFESTS:  

June 14, 2015 - Sunday. The OVH is sponsoring and 
will again put on the annual Manassas Hamfest for 
the 41st time. All active OVH member will, of course, 
attend; everyone else is invited too and we expect 
several thousand attendees again this year! See the 
Flyer later in this Newsletter and check out the two 
web sites: http://w4ovh.net (Hamfest tab) and 
http://manassashamfest.org for info and details. 

July 4, 2015 - Saturday. Firecracker Hamfest in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, about a two hour 
drive from the Manassas area. This hamfest will have a VE session in addition to the swapmeet, 
etc. Details at w3uu.org and see the fl yer later in this Newsletter. OVH member, Fred / N3KVV, 
is involved with this Hamfest and recommends it. 

August 2, 2015 - Sunday. Berryville, Virginia Hamfest sponsered by the Shenandoah Valley 
Amateur Radio Club for the 65th time! Details at http://www.shenvalarc.org/hamfest and see 
Flyer later in this Newsletter. About an hour from Manassas, lots of OVH members go each year. 

SPECIAL HAM RADIO SEMINARS and EVENTS:  

Third Thursday evening each month - AMRAD meets in McLean, Virginia - meetings usually 
consist of high level amateur radio related technical presentations on specifi c topics. Check the 
http://amrad.org web site for upcoming topics, and exact dates, times and places.  
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SPECIAL OPERATING EVENT - FIELD DAY in June, 2015 - SAVE THE DATES:  

June 27 - June 28, 2015 - Saturday & Sunday for the annual OVH and ARRL Field Day event. 
This is one of the most “fun” events for OVH members who participate as a club in the larger 
ARRL Field Day over two days during which other clubs and operators throughout the U.S. and 
Canada endeavor to contact as many other participants as possible from portable or temporary 
locations using different frequency bands and radio modes. The OVH’s Field Day event will be 
at the pavilion at the Nokesville Park again this year, and will also include food, educational 
activities and public service activities for all members, family members and the general public, as 
well as several operating stations. Be sure to save these dates!  

PUBLIC SERVICE / TRAINING / ARES EVENTS
Always check the online Calendar by David / KG4GIY at http://www.pwcares.org for the latest 
updates. David maintains a comprehensive calendar for upcoming events at that web site. 
Complete direct contact information for David appears on page 2 of this Newsletter. 

2015 OVH HARRY D. VORHAUER SCHOLARSHIP AWARD
The 2015 winner of the OVH’s Harry D. Vorhauer Scholarship was Joaquin Garcia, a senior at Forest Park 

High School; he was awarded a scholarship check for $1,000 at the OVH meeting on May 18, 2015. With a 
3.626 GPA and planning to attend George Mason University in Computer Engineering, Joaquin is a young 
man in a hurry. He has been a part of Forest Park’s varsity teams in cross country, indoor and outdoor track 
for four years, serving as the cross 
country team captain for the past 
two years. In addition, he made 
All-Conference, All-Region, VHSL, 
All-Academic Honors, and All-
State honors for four years. While 
currently pursuing state titles in 
multiple events, Joaquin hopes to 
continue competing both in cross 
country and track in college and 
perhaps qualify for the Olympics 
eventually. That might sound like 
a lot to keep a young man busy, 
but there’s more. Joaquin and his 
family are regular volunteers at the 
Action in Community Through Service of Prince William Food Pantry, where they help bag and distribute 
food. Since sixth grade, Joaquin has also volunteered at the St. Francis House, doing things like transporting 
food donations, bagging food, and handing out food and clothing donations to the community. And for 
the past few summers, he has joined his brother and grandmother as volunteers at the Salvation Army. At 
Forest Park High School, Joaquin has also been involved with the Students Working in the Advancement of 
Technology program (SWAT), which refurbishes old computers to distribute them to families in need. He has 
also been enrolled in IT classes that teach different aspects of computers, along with how to prepare orders 
with the proper equipment and computers parts. Judith Flores, Joaquin’s counselor at Forest Park, had this 
to say about him: “The lessons he has learned in High School throughout his life have turned him into the 
wonderful, mature, and conscientious young man that he is today.”

OVH Scholarship Committee for 2015: Jim/W4JTP, Butch/W4HJL and Theresa/KG4TVM.  

L to R: Wayne/N7QLK, the parents and brother of Joaquin, Joaquin Garcia, Jim/W4JTP 
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Check for Youth Lounge Program at the 2015 Manassas Hamfest - May 18, 2015

L to R in the picture to 

the left: Wayne / N7QLK, 

Terry / WA5NTI, 

Gavin / KK4MXT 

(holding the check), 

Kristin (Gavin’s Mom), 

Katy (Gavin’s sister) and 

Clarence / K4NCM

Pictures from Radio Restoration talk by Alan / WA2GTT at May 18, 2015 Meeting

Above: rear view of the restored, early 
1950’s Zenith Transoceanic Radio. To the 
left: front view of the restored radio.  

Getting Ready for Upcoming ARRL / OVH Field Day - June 27th and 28th
See the Flyer later in this Newsletter, and also check the OVH’s email refl ector for more updates. For 
newcomers not familiar with Field Day, this is one of the most fun OVH club events each year. Tens of 
thousands of hams (and ham radio clubs) throughout the U.S. and Canada participate each year, and, among 
other things, attempt to make as many contacts as possible with others in a 24 hour period to demonstrate 
emergency communications capabilities. Last year’s OVH Field Day event was at the Nokesville Park 
where it will be held again this year. Look at several past year’s Newsletters especially for the months of 
July available at w4ovh.net (“About the Club” tab). Also, check out the ARRL’s web site which has a lot of 
material on Field Day: http://arrl.org/fi eld-day including a comprehensive package of information. Save the 
dates and plan to attend and participate even is just to stop by or a few hours! Lots of fun guaranteed! 
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Large Outdoor and Covered Pavillion flea market areas, two indoor
air-conditioned buildings, several covered buildings and ample parking

Prince W illiam County Fairgrounds 

INDOOR EXHIBI TOR S PACE
8-foot tables: $30 each 

with chairs & electricity 
($25 if reserved by May 1st) 
Setup 2–10 PM Saturday 

GENERAL ADMISSION
$10 per person at gate

Manassas Hamfest
OUR
4 1
YEAR

N O R T H E R N  V I R G I N I A ’ S  L A R G E S T

INFORMATION
• ARRL Roanoke Division Officers attending
• Virginia Section Manager Forum & other Forums
• 4th Call Area QSL BureauRepresentatives
• DXCC QSL Card Checking will be available
• Virginia QSO Party Awards Ceremony

For our Most Current Vendor List and Ticket Sales Visit our Web Pages:
http://manassashamfest.org and   http://w4ovh.net

* 

ACTIVITIES
• Flea Market & Vendors - all day

* Online ticket sales and vendor registration at http://manassashamfest.org

* 

Sunday, June 14, 2015

http://manassashamfest.org and  http://w4ovh.net

PRIZES
• Door prizes hourly 9 AM
• Major & Tailgate prizes awarded at 2 PM

to 1 PM (be present to win)

• Check our web pages (below) for the 
most up-to-date information

• VEC License Exams: 8:00 AM - 10:30 AM
“Maker” group technology demonstrations
ARRL style Youth Lounge programs all day 
for youngsters - by the OVHARC and 4-H
D-STAR Operating and Q&A Forum
Amateur Radio Satellite Forum
BroadBand Ham Networks (”BBHN”) Forum
Virginia QSO Party Awards and Forum
More Forums to be announced, check web sites

•
•

•
•
•

•

STST

10624 Dumfries Road - Route 234 - Manassas, Virginia  -- Talk-In Repeaters on 146.97- and 442.200+ 

The OLE VIRGINIA HAMS Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
( Featuring Youth Lounge Activities for the Youngsters Attending! )

AMATEUR RADIO &
MAKER TECHNOLOGY SHOW

An ARRL-Approved HAMFEST Presented By:

•

Dealer Info from Ron / N4RDZ:         vendors@manassashamfest.org
General Info from Terry / KC4DV:    chairman@manassashamfest.org
VE Testing / Exam Information:     vetesting@manassashamfest.org

Gates open at 7 AM

(Age 18 and younger: no charge)

TAILGATING (admission is extra)
Outdoor Spaces: $10*per space
CoveredPavillion: $15 per space
(*See web sites for details about online 

prepayment discounts before 5/31/2015)
Gates open at 6 AM

(*See web sites for prepayment 
     discounts before 5/31/2015 )
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Co-Chairs for the event:  Ken KM4ABL, Byron AK4XR & John KG4NXT 
 
 

                     

GOTA STATION 

EDUCATION ACTIVITY – ARDUINO FIELD STRENGTH METER 

POT LUCK DINNER – 5 PM SATURDAY 

PLEASE BRING A DISH TO SHARE 
 

NOKESVILLE PARK – 12560 ADEN ROAD, NOKESVILLE VA 
AT THE PAVILION, NEAR THE BACK OF THE PARK 

 
ENJOY THE FELLOWSHIP AT THIS FAMILY EVENT! 

More information contact 

John KG4NXT at 

 kg4nxt@arrl.net 

or  

703-789-6449 

www.w4ovh.net 

THE OLE VIRGINIA HAMS AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

WELCOMES YOUR ATTENDANCE 

THIS YEAR AT  

NOKESVILLE PARK FOR 24 HOURS 

June 27th - 28th, 2015 

FIRST RADIO CONTACT AT 2 PM SATURDAY 

GET ON THE AIR! 
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W3UU - Harrisburg Radio Amateurs’ Club 43rd Annual

Saturday JULY 4th 2015 
Eastern Pennsylvania Section 

Convention
&

F I R E C R A C K E R 
Electronics Expo and Hamfest 

  “The Harrisburg PA Electronics Expo and Hamfest” 
          Harrisburg Area Community College 

Fire Training Grounds 
       3599 Industrial Road, Harrisburg, PA 
 Covered indoor Commercial Tables Available  
 Largest Tail Gate / Electronic Flea Market in Central PA 
 Hundreds of tailgate spaces available 
 New and refurbished equipment dealers on site 
 ARRL Sanctioned Hamfest / EPA Section Convention 
 Great Food (Breakfast and Lunch) 
 Meeting room available for clubs and discussions 
 DXCC & WAS cards checked on site until 10:00 am 
 VE Testing on site at 11:00 am (Pre-registration 

required. Check www.w3uu.org for details) 

   General Admission: $5.00 (Non ham XYL & kids under 12        
                                          free)              

Tail Gating:   $5.00 per space 
Tables:    $12.00 each before June 1

      $15.00 on or after June 1 
 General Admission: 8:00 AM
 Dealer Setup: Hamfest Day 6:00 AM   
 Prior Day 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM (Strictly enforced) 

 For further information contact:  Table Sales   General info 
Web Site: www.w3uu.org     Joe Stepansky (KQ3F) Tim Lehman (KB3OZA) 

                  KQ3F@comcast.net   PO Box 453 
                                                                               717-329-1906                              Hummelstown, PA 17036

                                                                                               KB3OZA@arrl.net  717-461-3398 

 
W3UU

146.16/76 MHz
PL 100 Hz 

Map on Reverse side 
of this flyer 

Special Event 
Station

In operation at the 
Convention
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