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The OVH ARC Newsletter 
OLE VIRGINIA HAMS” AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC.

Post Offi ce Box 1255, Manassas, Va. 20108
OVH FM Repeaters - 146.970- & 224.660- & 442.200+ & 443.500+

OVH D-STAR Repeaters - W4OVH - 146.865- & 442.5125+ (temporarily - limited functionality)

Web Site at http://w4ovh.net

September 2017
Next Meeting: Tuesday, September 19, 2017

PRESIDENT’S LETTER:
Welcome to September, it has been a busy time since 

our last club meeting in July. 
From The Marine Corp Triathlon/12K, to the 

upcoming  Freedom Center Tri-It-Now “THE 14.06”. 
The Solar Eclipse that had all of us watching or 

looking at it. 
Let us not forget about Butch and his surgery. That is 

just to name a few. 
There are others that I have not mentioned. 
While I am on the subject of activities, let us not forget 

that this is National Preparedness Month. Are you ready 
in case something should happen?? 

If you would like to volunteer, there are local organizations that could use you such 
as CERT and ARES. These are just a couple of ways that you can make a difference to 
your community.  As we have recently witnessed, the powerful force of Mother Nature 
is not to be taken lightly. Hurricane Harvey and Irma have shown us how destructive 
Mother Nature can be.  

Just a reminder that our upcoming regular OVH meeting (and those meeting for the 
next 12 months or so) will be held at the Buckhall Volunteer Fire Department Station 
which is located at 7190 Yates Ford Road, Manassas. This will be our fi rst meeting at that 
new location. There is one other very important change: beginning this month, the OVH’s 
regular monthly meetings will be held on the third Tuesday of each month from 7:30 to 
9:00 when the Buckhall meeting location is available to us. For many years up until now, 
the OVH’s regular meetings have been held on the third Monday of each month.   

Keep your thoughts and ideas coming to me at: RayKnight@Verizon.net 
73   Ray    KM4EKR   

OLE VIRGINIA TIMES
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All telephone numbers listed above are for Area Code 703 unless otherwise noted. This is the offi cial monthly publication of the Ole Virginia Hams Amateur 
Radio Club, Inc., a §501(c)(3) organization, dedicated to the promotion and enhancement of Amateur Radio. Copyright © 2017 by the Ole Virginia Hams. 
The OVH ARC regular monthly meeting is at 7:30 p.m. every third Monday which is held at a location in or near Manassas, Virginia which is announced 
and published in advance. Members, prospective members and other interested persons are invited to attend without obligation. Local information can 
also be obtained through the OVH’s FM repeaters on 146.970-, 224.660-, 442.200+ and 443.500+ MHz. The OVH’s two D-Star repeaters on 146.865- and 
442.5125+ MHz are temporarily operating with limited D-Star capabilities. Up to date information about OVH activities and its meetings is also available 
during the OVH’s nets on its FM Repeaters each Thursday night at 8:00 p.m. or on 80 meters (3710 KHz) LSB each Sunday night at 7:00 p.m. (8:00 pm in 
Summer) or through the OVH’s web site at  http://w4ovh.net 
Articles and quotations in the OVH Times newsletter may be reprinted if credit is given to the OVH ARC and any other noted source. Proposed 
materials for publication including pictures, articles, letters to the editor, classifi ed ads, notes about specifi c errors, complaints or the like are 
solicited from all readers. Forward such items to the OVH Times Newsletter Editor: PAUL@W4ZB.COM as soon as available at any time, but the cutoff 
deadline for the OVH Times each month (usually the second Monday of the month) may preclude publication/correction until the following month. 
Approx. Circulation - 170.                                                                                                                                                              Last Rev:  20170815

Ole Virginia Hams Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
Post Offi ce Box 1255

Manassas, Virginia 20108

OFFICERS
President:   Ray Knight KM4EKR 930-8222
Vice Pres:    Jeff Fuller WB6UIE 791-5916
Secretary:   Byron Dillon AK4XR 222-2095
Treasurer:  Terry Erlacher KC4DV 571-292-1490

DIRECTORS
Don (Butch) Blasdell W4HJL 369-2877
Arthur Whittum W1CRO 791-4330
Charlie Dale WA4YGI 361-3091
Bob Zaepfel K4HJF 282-2451

WEEKLY FM REPEATER NET COORDINATOR
Thurs - 8:00 PM  Local Time JOHN / KG4NXT 257-3566

HAMFEST 2018 - Chairman
Don WA2SWX 597-3211

FIELD DAY 2017 s
Byron AK4XR 222-2095

CLUB ROSTER / DATABASE
Arthur W1CRO 791-4330

EDUCATION
Mark WA4KFZ 818-8033

CLUB EMERGENCY COORDINATOR
Open 

ARES - EMERGENCY COORDINATOR
David Lane KG4GIY 703-628-3868

             email:  KG4GIY@ARRL.NET
Prince William County ARES   website       http://pwcares.org

FINANCE
Arthur W1CRO 791-4330
Mark WA4KFZ 818-8033
Terry KC4DV 571-292-1490

GENERATORS
Steve N4OGR 361-0008
Al KB4BHB 368-4794

HISTORIAN
Theresa KG4TVM 257-3566

CO-WEBMASTERS — W4OVH.NET
Kevin KX4KU 540-439-3289
Andy KJ4MTP 786-4651

 TWITTER & FACEBOOK ACCOUNT MODERATOR
   Jeff KM4FTK 830-4155

EMAIL REFLECTOR — w4ovh@googlegroups.com
David Lane KG4GIY 628-3868

BROADBAND HAMNET
Terry WA4NTI 445-2801

JOTA - 2017
John KG4NXT 257-3566

LEGAL
Bob K4HJF 282-2451

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN
Luther WA3FMO 361-4885

NEWSLETTER
Paul W4ZB 754-0910

NEWSLINE FOR THE WEEKLY NET
John. KG4NXT 257-3566

PROGRAMS
Jeff WB6UIE 791-5916

QUARTERMASTER
Steve N4OGR 361-0008

REPEATER CONTROLLERS
George K4GVT 791-5956
Arthur W1CRO 791-4330
Butch W4HJL 369-2877
Steve N4OGR 361-0008
David KG4GIY 361-3042

W4OVH  — TRUSTEE
Stu W4PR 335-5267

W4PVA  — TRUSTEE 
Arthur W1CRO 791-4330

SCHOLARSHIP
Theresa KG4TVM 257-3566

SUNSHINE
Theresa KG4TVM 257-3566

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE
George K4GVT 791-5956
Arthur W1CRO 791-4330
Butch W4HJL 369-2877
Bill N4SV 590.9562
Bob K4HJF 335-1939
David KG4GIY 628-3868
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Sunshine Corner:

Happy birthday wishes in September to Gus / N4MLE, Al / KB4BHB, Maury / W4HYB, 
Ron / N4RDZ, Gary / WG4ARC, Mark / WA4KFZ, Steve / WB0AOD, and Jim / W4HJH.  
Hope you all had a great day!
Continued best wishes to Butch / W4HJL who is now home recovering from his surgery
Best wishes to Art / W1CRO who landed in the hospital for a few days but is also back home
Please keep Wayne / N7QLK and his family in your thoughts, his father isn’t doing well
Had a great time at the Quantico triathlon on August 26th; the Triathlon Course 

was on the Marine Corps Base and  we had a good show of club members providing 
communications support. Thank you to the organizers and club members who assisted. 
Congratulations to Terry / KC4DV on a successful Special Event operation in South 

Carolina during the Total Solar Eclipse on August 22, 2017. 
Freedom Center Mini-Tri will be held this Sunday, September 17th; please contact Andy 

/ KJ4MTP if you are able to assist beginning early on that Sunday morning. This is a fun 
event which is run very effi ciently.
Congratulations to Jay / ex-KM4JOJ who henceforth will be known as Jay / NQ4T with 

his newly obtained callsign “short callsign”. It takes a lot of dedication and effort to go from 
Technician to General to Extra Class to be qualify and be eligible for such a short callsign. 
The Prince William Half-Marathon is coming up quickly, to be held on October 1st; please 

contact Wayne / N7QLK if you are able to provide radio support for this event. 
I am looking for help with installation of the decals on the OVH club trailer, if you can 

assist please let me contact me so we can schedule that work. 
Please keep the people of Texas and Florida in your thoughts; they really need all the help 

they can get after these devastating storms.  
Please try to check in to the Thursday night VHF/UHF FM net. You will hear updates 

and information on events! How to do that is on the OVH web site at w4ovh.net. You will 
fi nd us on  the 146.970 and 443.500 FM repeaters at 8:00 pm every Thursday evening.
73   Theresa   KG4TVM

Minutes of the Ole Virginia Hams Amateur Radio Club Meeting 
in August, 2017: 

No meeting was held on the scheduled date (August 22, 2017) in August due to a confl ict 
with the Total Solar Eclispe event on that date; A number of OVH members left town for 
South Carolina to be in the path of total darkness and could not get back in time for regular 
OVH meeting. As a result, Club President Ray / KM4EKR cancelled the August meeting.
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Reminders about some upcoming events / calendar dates:
HAMFESTS:  
Saturday, October 1, 2017. Carroll County Hamfest.  Go to http://carafest.org for more info.

HAM RADIO RELATED EVENTS:
Sunday, September 17, 2017 - Mini-Tri event at the Freedom Center. Contact Andy / KJ4MTP 
who is again coordinating OVH’s participation in providing communications support. 

Friday, September 28 - Sunday, October 1, 2017. One of the few remaining fl ying B-17 WWII 
bombers will be visiting Manassas Airport (KHEF) again. Visit the airport to see the B-17 on the 
ground or landing and taking off; it is also possible to have an inside the bomber ground tour or 
a fl ight in the bomber. Complete information at http://eaa186.org/fl y-the-b-17-manassas-tour-stop

Saturday, October 1, 2017 - Prince William Half Marathon. The OVH will again be providing 
communications support for this large, local event. Contact Wayne / N7QLK to volunteer and 
keep an eye on the OVH email refl ector for the latest information. 

Saturday, October 21, 2017, 8:00 am to 2:00 pm - Jamboree on the Air (JOTA), Boy Scout 
event at local the Braemar Pool Pavilion. This will the 60th annual JOTA event and the OVH 
is planning to support it as in past years; also, local operators (not at the event itself) on 2 
meters are needed to assure rapid radio contacts with boy scouts at the event. Contact Theresa / 
KG4TVM for more info. 

Sunday, October 22, 2017 - Marine Corps Marathon. 

AMRAD meets monthly in McLean, Virginia - meetings usually consist of high level amateur radio 
related technical presentations on specifi c topics. Check the http://amrad.org web site for upcoming 
topics, and exact dates, times and places which have been changing around recently.  

HAM RADIO OPERATING / CONTEST EVENTS:  

The ARRL has a Contest web page at its web site, but a much more comprehensive, up-to-date, 
and long range planning contesting calendar with links to the rules for the various events is 
maintained by WA7BNM at http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal   If you get the radio contesting 
bug or just want to fi nd out what and how much is going on, that is a good place to look! 

PUBLIC SERVICE / ARES EVENTS
Also, always check the online Calendar by David / KG4GIY at http://www.pwcares.org for the 
latest ARES updates. David maintains a comprehensive calendar for upcoming events at that 
web site. Complete direct contact information for David appears on page 2 of this Newsletter. 

Some Possibly Useful or Interesting Information
1. Contest superStation, K3LR (k3lr.com) is located in Pennsylvania just to the south of Interstate 80, close 

to the Ohio border, and many of K3LR’s antennas are easily seen from the Interstate - a real distraction for 
hams driving by. Last month a new movie was made of the K3LR antenna farm using a camera carrying 
Drone operated by Greg / W8WWV. Visit   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C9iaueQiD_E  to watch it.

2. A “local” contest superStation, W3LPL, in nearby Maryland is not to be outdone and has its own antenna 
farm video by the same ham Drone operator.  Visit:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m1PzsVtxROc
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