
A History of Service



ÅService for the common good is a proud Virginia Heritage.

Å.ƻǊƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ 
service by and for the citizens of Virginia was the 
cornerstone upon which our Nation was built. 

ÅToday that spirit still thrives in the citizen soldier. 

ÅBringing diverse professional skills and talents, Virginians 
continue to unselfishly answer the call of their fellow 
citizens in times of crisis, disaster, emergency, or need as 
members of the Virginia Defense Force.

A Proud Virginia Heritage



During WWII, Virginia Governor James Price 
established the Virginia Protective Force to fill the 
void when the Virginia National Guard was 
deployed for war fighting overseas.



With the same duties of guarding 
infrastructure, the Virginia Protective Force 
name was changed to the  Virginia State Guard 

in 1944. 



Many Virginia State Guard members joined the 
Virginia National Guard when the units were 
disbanded at the end of WWII.



The Commonwealth would not need the Virginia 
State Guard again until it was re-established in the 
ŜŀǊƭȅ мфулΩǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
Virginia Defense Force in 1986.



¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ±5C aƛǎǎƛƻƴ

The Virginia Defense 
Force  is the all-
volunteer reserve for the 
Virginia National Guard 
and serves as a force 
multiplier integrated into 
all Virginia Guard 
domestic operations.



1. "Training duty" is service and training performed by the Virginia 

Defense Force in order to be prepared for state active duty. 

2. "State active dutyóis the performance of actual military service  

when called by the Governor or his designee to active duty in 

service of the Commonwealth in accordance with Article 7 ( 4̈4 -

75.1 et seq.). 



¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ 
Cyber Security, and VDEM Support.



Emergency Communications 

















Cyber Security 



Community Support Events (CSE) 



/{9Ωǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ 
skills 


