
CMCERT Familiarization

City of Manassas 
Community Emergency Response Team

“Doing the greatest good for the greatest number.”



What is CERT?

• 1985 – Originated in the City of Los Angeles Fire Department
• 1994 – Adopted by FEMA for all emergencies
• 2010 – CMCERT established in Manassas 
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Who is CMCERT?

• Local volunteers
• Ordinary private citizens
• Specially trained &

certified to provide
emergency services

• Doing the most good 
for the most people



CMCERT’s Area of Operations

• Within the City of Manassas

• Self – home – neighborhood – City

• Ad-hoc support to the City of Manassas Park CERT

• Can be mobilized regionally & nationally



CMCERT Mobilization

Mobilized via Everbridge by the Manassas OEM
• Emergencies and large scale City events
• Whenever first responders are delayed or may be

unavailable due to extent of demand for services 



City Expectations of CMCERT

• Provide rapid, persistent, reliable response
• Operate independently at 2 sites up to 72 hours
• Supplement Emergency Support Functions (ESF)

o Suppress small fires & control utilities (ESF-4)
o Provide first aid, CPR, & AED services (ESF-4)
o Conduct disaster medical operations (ESF-4)
o Manage traffic & crowds (ESF-5)
o Perform light search & rescue (ESF-9)

• Promote civilian preparedness & resilience



Non-Emergency Activities

• Teach emergency planning & preparedness

• Promote grass roots disaster survival & recovery

• Distribute preparedness literature

• Staff first aid stations & provide roving first aid 

teams at City events

• Conduct continuous multi-modal training



Summary

CMCERT is a positive and realistic approach
to emergency and disaster situations where
citizens will be initially on their own and 
their actions can make a difference. 



CMCERT  Information

CERT  Recruitment/Outreach – David Bruce at  manassas_cert_recruiting@verizon.net

For further information about CERT:

https://www.manassasva.gov/fire___rescue/cert/index.php

For further information about emergency preparation:

https://www.manassasva.gov/fire___rescue/emergency_management/index.php

mailto:manassas_cert_recruiting@verizon.net
https://www.manassasva.gov/fire___rescue/cert/index.php


CMCERT Familiarization

Questions?

“Doing the greatest good for the greatest number.”


