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[FROM THE PRESIDENT’S SHACK |

The OVH will soon sponsor a
Volunteer Examination for Ham
License. It will be at the
Northern Virginia Community
College (Manassas Campus)

in room MS001 at 9:00 a.m. on
Saturday, November 18th. Some
questions conceming the exams
have been raised and I wiil

try to answer a few. The

code exam will be given by
playing a code tape. 20 WPM
will be given first, with

13 and 5§ WPM, respectively,
following. The tapes will use

- the Farnsworth system where
the individual letters are
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sent at a fast speed (I think
itis 18 WPM), but are spaced
so the effective speed Is cor-
rect. Also, one is required to
answer 7 of the 10 questions
correctly to pass. But, if

less than 7 are answered
correctly, the Examiner will
check the copy for one full
minute of perfect copy. If one
minute is found, the exam is
graded as passed (this is 656
letters for General Class or

25 consecutive letters for
Novice Class.) Also, a number
or punctuation s counted as
two letters. The written exam,

Digipeater:

WA4FPM-1 -- 145.09
WA4FPM-3 -- 223.40

as of November 1st, is based
upon the updated FCC rules. If
one takes ssveral exams
(elements), each must be passed
to commencs the next one.
Non-programmabile caiculators
are permitted. At least

74% correct is required to pass
a written exam.

Stray thoughts: The code
exam is a fill-in-the-blank
exam. The written exam is
mutitiple choice. A re-test

can be given at this exam
PROVIDED a second version of

the exam is available.  — —

Listen to the Westlink Report at 8:00 pm Thursday Evenings during .
the OVH Weekly Bulletin.



second 610 form and fee
will be required!

Bring at least two (2)
sharpened pencils and a pen
with you. A photocopy of your
current license is required.

There is no fee for Novice
only testing positive .
identification of candidates
is required.

Good Luck to All Candidatest

DON'T FORQET:

THERE WILL BE NO MEETING

THIS MONTH!!!
See you at the December
Meeting!1111!}

73's
Harry (W4PVA)

FROM THE SPEAKER MIKE OF
OUR ROVING REPORTER —

BILL ELLIS (WA4FCI)

[ CONGRATULATIONS TO: |

George Gautney (NASMP) for
upgrading to Extra Classi!!

*GIVE ME YOUR MONEY?”

Well, here we go again. The
Government needs more money
to operate the FCC and notably
the Amateur Radio Licensing
comes under item one on the
hit list. So, it’s time to

start putting a price tag on

the old ticket. Time to dig
deep...real deep to come up
with those desperately needed
doubloons and goid sovereigns
you ham lubbers have saited
away. Yep! it is baii out

time againi!!

The system does not work as it
is, and they want more money
from you and | to make the
situation even worse. itis

like beating a dead horse!

But, aias ... we are not the
*igsuing authority to operate
an Amateur Radio Station”.
We, you and 1, are being
caught by the short wires in
the urinating contest in down-
town Washington, D.C.

| believe, personally, that if
this new licansing fee pius
passes into law, this will do
the utmost harm to Amateur
Radio in the United States and
to our visiting portable or
reciprocal licensing program
amateur radio operators.

it looks like we have brought
having an amateur radio
license down to the “Almightly
Dollar® and ... get this...if

you should happen to screw up
on your forms...you might as
well date and sign the check,
leaving the amount blank for
the FCC to fill in after they
have totalled up the billl}}!

The most it has ever cost me

to operate overseas these

many years as an amateur

radio operator has been a

firm handshake or a bottle of
J.W. or a fee no larger than

5 USD. What a slap in the

face we are proposing to hand —
outiiiny

NOTICE!! NOTICE!
_NOTICEI!

The Third Annual OVH Christmas
Qathering will be heid on
Saturday, December 16th, 19891
Unfortunately — space is VERY
LIMITED — we only have room
for 15 couplesi!

So please let me know, as soon
as poesible, by dropping me a
note at the below address,

that you wouid like to attend!

Bonnie V. Frick
248 Kent Drive -
Manassas Park, VA 22111

Directions and details will
be in the next Newsietteri



HERE ARE SOME EXAMPLES OF THE DX PacketCluster COMMANDS:

\\’Ew USERS SHOULD TYPE:

SET/NAME xxx(your first name)

--EXAMPLE: SET/NAME Bill

SET/QTH xxx(your last name, address, & telaphone)
--EXAMPLE: SET/QTH HARRISON, 3582 Forestdale, Dale City,

VA 703/680-6260
SET/LOCATION (wait for prompt...your lat/long info)
~--EXAMPLE: SET/LOCATION (prompt) 38 47 N 77 19 W

BYE..........

««..TO DISCONNECT FROM AND EXIT THE PACKETCLUSTER.
HELP . +...TO RECEIVE HELP INFORMATION.
FR «e+v+¢..TO RECEIVE HELP INFORMATION.
SET/ANSI...... ..TO SPECIFY THAT YOUR COMPUTER IS ABLE TO ACCEPT !
- ANSI ESCAPE SEQUENCES.
SHOW/AN..........TO DISPLAY ANNOUNCEMENTS MADE ON THE PACKETCLUSTER.
SHOW/CONF........TO DISPLAY THE PACKETCLUSTER CONFIGURATION.
SHOW/DIR.........TO-DISPLAY A LIST OF ACTIVE USERS AND CURRENT MEMBERS
SHOW/DX.......... TO DISPLAY THE LAST 5 ENTRIES FROM THE DX LOG.
SHOW/DX JA....... TO DISPLAY THE LAST S5 JA STATIONS LOGGED.
SHOW/DX 28.......TO DISPLAY THE LAST 5 28 MHz LOG ENTRIES.
SHOW/DX/20..... ..TO DISPLAY THE LAST 20 DX LOG ENTRIES.

SHOW/DX/11 14....TO DISPLAY THE LAST 11 14 MHz LOG ENTRIES.
SHOW/HEADING JA..TO DISPLAY BEAM HEADING TO JAPAN.

SHOW/MEETING.....TO SEE INFO ON THE NEXT PVRC MEETING
SHOW/MEMBER......TO SEE INFO ON PVRC MEMBERSHIP
SHOW/MUF JA......TO DISPLAY THE MUF TO JAPAN,
- SHOW/NEEDED......LIST MEMBERS NEEDING QSO WITH A SPECIFIC DXCC COUNTRY.
“ SHOW/NOTICE......TO DISPLAY THE NEW USER NOTICE. e
SBHOW/OBLAST.......TO DISPLAY RUSSIAN OBLAST INFO.
SHOW/QSL..........TO S8HOW QSL MANAGER INFO - THIS DATABASE RESIDES ON

ANOTHER NODE AND TAKES CONSIDERABLE TIME TO COMPLETE.
PLS BE PATIENT!

SHOW/QSLNEW..... ..TO LEARN HOW TO PLACE NEW QSL INFO INTO THE DATABASE.
SHOW/QSL SUBS.....TO SEE A LIST OF LOCAL SUBSCRIBERS TO THE QSL DATABASE.
SHOW/SUN EA.......TO DISPLAY SUNRISE/SUNSET TIME FOR SPAIN.
SHOW/SUN..........TO DISPLAY SUNRISE/SUNSET TIME FOR UR LOCATION.
SHOW/USERS........TO SEE WHAT OTHER STATIONS ARE ON THE NET.
SHOW/WWV..........TO DISPLAY WWV PROPAGATION FORECAST ENTRIES.

A (ONE LINE ANNOUNCEMENT - LIMIT TO 49 CHARACTERS)<RETURN>
TO SEND AN ANNOUNCEMENT TO ALL USERS ON THE NET.
EXAMPLE: A 6m is open to KH6 & 2m s opening to W6!<RETURN>
EXAMPLE: A D1d anyone hear what frequency TLBWH QSY'd to?<RETURN>

A/xxxxx (ONE LINE ANNOUNCEMENT - LIMIT TO 49 CHARACTERS)<RETURN>
TO SEND AN ANNOUNCEMENT TO ALL USERS ON THE xxxxx NODE.

DX (FREQ) (CALLSIGN) (NOTES)<RETURN> TO REPORT A DX STATION HEARD.
EXAMPLE: DX 28500 TL8WH QSL VIA N4AXR<RETURN>

T (CALLSIGN) (MESSAGE)<RETURN> TO SEND A QUICK ONE LINE MESSAGE TO
ANOTHER STATION LOGGED INTO THE NET.
EXAMPLE: T KK4X0O Hello Blll...How's DX tonight?<RETURN>

T (CALLSIGN)<RETURN> TO ENTER INTO THE TALK MODE TO ANOTHER
STATION LOGGED INTO THE NET. THIS WILL ALLOW YOU TO TYPE MORE THAN
ONE LINE OF TEXT TO THE OTHER STATION. THIS IS A ONE WAY MODE. THE
OTHER STATION MUST DO THE SAME TO TALK BACK TO YOU. WHEN FINISHED,
EXIT THE TALK MODE BY TYPING /EXIT<KRETURN>.

WWV SFI=xxx,A=xx,K=xX, FORECAST<RETURN> TO REPORT WWV PROPAGATIOu
INFORMATION HEARD AT 18 MINUTES AFTER THE HOUR.
EXAMPLE: WWV SFI=216,A=06,K=03,LOW-HIGH // LOW-UNSETTLED<RETURN>

DI/A.......SHOW DIRECTORY OF ALL MAIL.

DI/N.......SHOW DIRECTORY OF NEW MAIL SINCE LAST LOG ON.

DI/O.......SHOW DIRECTORY OF "OWN" MAIL. (MAIL ADDRESSED TO YOU OR FROM YOU)
R 165......READ MAIL ITEM #165. :

DE 165.....DELETE MAIL ITEM #165.

REPLY 165..SEND A REPLY TO MAIL ITEM #165,




THE FREQUENCY THAT HAMS FORGOT
© BY
JAY / NS5SN

When was the last time you listened to 146.52 MHz? I
mean really listened to it! Do you even have it programed in
to you radic or scanner? For those of you that do, thank you
very much. For those of you that don’t, you’'re causing the
death of simplex communications.

Back before the time of really reliable repeaters and
the fantastic repeaters handbooks that are available, the
most populace place on the Amateur bands was 146.52 MHz. You
could find someone there at least once an hour and sometimes
For several hours at a time. This is a thing of the past.

Since my return to the States in 1982, I have amassed a
great many miles on the road. One of the greatest pleasures
I derive from this "d"rive is the company of two way
communications. Many of the miles I have traveled have been
with someone on the other end of the ether. 0One thing has
necome startling true. People just don’t listen to simplex
any more. This is easy to understand. With the handy dandy
frequency guide, you can plan a trip from "A" to "B" and play
musical repeaters all the way. Hard to beat really.

But look at the other side. How many times have you
come to the next "frequency change" and found so much traffic
or trash on the machine that your schedule gets bloun out ths
window along with any chance of a "direction assistance"?

People are courteous enough to switch to simplex when
they realize they are within range of each other. No
complaints there. But as soon as they QRT, they switch back
to a repeater frequency and down the road they go.

One gentleman I had a QSO with in Washington had the
ideal setup. He had an MCW unit outboard of his 2 Meter unit
which sent " CQ DE *#7=*=*=" ahgut every S minutes. We met
each other in a mountain pass and had a fine "Euyeball QS0" at
the other end. (I’ve just recently found the schematic for
the unit he used.)

1 have driven from California to New Jersey and
Washington to Texas to Virginia and in all of those miles I
have only heard or made contact with 5 stations.

It seems a little silly to have BOO channels on a radio
and only use the ones that can be spread 6800 KHz.

J. Edgar McDermott
NSSN



_

GENERAL INTEREST |

New Amateur’s Code Adopted:

Sure, amateurs are required

to abide by the rules and
regulations of Part 97, but
most also subscribe to an even
higher standard: the time—
tested “Amateur’s Code.” The
Code, written by League
Counsel Paul Segal, WOEEA, in
1928, was recently updated by
the Board of Directors. Pleass
share this new version with
your fellow amateurs:

The Radio Amateur is:

CONSIDERATE ... never knowlingly
operates in such a way as to
lessen the pleasure of others.

LOYAL ... offers loyaity,
encouragement and support to
other amateurs, local clubs,

and the American Radio Relay
League, through which Amateur
Radio in the United States is
represented nationally and
internationally.

PROGRESSIVE ... with knowiedge
abreast of science, a well-

built and efficient station and
operation above reproach.

FRIENDLY ... slow and patient
operating when requested;
friendly advice and counsel t0
the beginner; kindly assistance,
cooperation and consideration
for interests of others. These
are the hallmarks of the amateur
spirit.

BALANCED ... radio is an
avocation, never interfering
with duties owed to family,
job, school or community.

PATRIOTIC ... station and skill
always ready for service to
Country and community.

(ARRL Field Forum, October 1989
Issue.)

[(Z XXX 22 22442/

AMATEUR RADIO IN BALLOONS
PRESENT DAY PHENOMENON

Another recorded success
using Amateur Radio in balloons
was recently announced from

Knoxville, TN. An unmanned
bailoon was sent aloft that
had a voice synthizer on the
two meter beacon that repro—
duced the voice of astronaut
Neil Armstrong and the famous
words he spoke as he stepped
upon the moon. The balloon
flew to a height of 90,000

feet. After 1 1/2 hours in
flight, the bailoon burst

and it took 30 minutes for

it to safely parachute to

earth. Once the balloon
burst, a Civil Air Patrol

plane tracked its descent and
kept the package in sight

until the ground crew could
salvage the package which was
in a 70 foot high tree.
Knoxville plans to launch
another one in about two
months. (BNT, Nov. 1988).

PO OOOOOOOOS

THE SOLAR FLARES ARE
COMING by Dr. Gerhard
Schilling, Al6!

Solar Cycie 22 began in
September 1986 and solar
activity is rising more
rapidly than in ali records
dating back to 1756 A.D.



Try Your Luck!
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CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER

N \i

19 20 o1 P 28 OVHNET | 24 8 WOODBRIDGE

AMER @ 2000 NET @ 2100
EAGLENET | ** NOTE ** NVFMA NET 28.440
@ 17000N 28.340 | NO CLUB @ 2000 4697 | e-aSE yy SPEPRP
....... : 224.66 VEC EXAMS

......... MEETING 146.19/19 ceeedtaeaaae. UREL,

éﬁé ~z :%ﬁ* lmlo—c&'l.mvl%..ll

BALTIMORE, MD NOVEMBER THANKSGIVING

a8 27 20 29 : 1 20 @ WOODBRIDGE
AMER BEAGLE NET OVH NET NET @ 2100
@.1700 ON 28.340 _ | WIAW NVFMA NET @ 2000 160 METER  |.__28.440 ______

PENTAGON, ARC QUALIFYING @ 2000 146.97 CONTEST VEC EXAMS

RUN 146.19/19 224.66 COLLEGEPK., MD

.............. 160 METER
CONTEST
WOODBRIDGE
| P p— 4 8 s | ovaner | 9. ® NET@ 2100
1700 ON 28.340 NVFMA NET @ 2000 o840
@ : NEWSLETTER @ 2000 146.97 VECEXAMS
o - LI TEELE DEADLINE 146.19/19 224.66 GERMANTOWN, MD|
CONTEST m_o_z._mm, _m_m_aﬂ
10 11 12 13 L 18 32
AMER EAGLE NET WIAW NVEMA NET @ 2000 NET@ 2100
@ 1700 ON 28.340 QUALIFYING @ 2000 146.97 28.440
uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu RUN 146.19/719 224.66 R L R L
10 METER . CLUB XMAS
CONTEST PARTY
17 Ll 18 20 . L S 2 -]
AMER FAGLE NET NVFMA WOODBRIDGE
@ 1700 ON 28.340 @Mﬂ%ﬁ%& @ 2000 e See91 NET. Mw 7100
146.19/79 224.66 28.440

' w._.mm" 1. For more information on VEC testing, contart Harry W4PVA. ,
. 2. The Powwow net meets daily at 2100 on 2L .00. )



On this basis we can expect

a very high amplitude with
smoothed sunspot numbers of
about 200 and 10.7 cm solar
flux near 250. The values
couid even exceed the largest
previous Cycle 19, which
peaked In 1958.

Observations of other precursor
phenomena lead to somewhat
smaller values. But all

current prediction methods
indicate Cycle 22 will reach
peak sunspot numbers weil above
average by 1990. Be prepared
for fantastic DX, but also

for major geomagnetic storms
and frequent communication
blackouts.

This information is based on
the iatest analyses by
acientists at the NOAA Space

Environment Laboratory.
(Woridradio, October 1889.)

DON'T FORGET ----

l TREASURER'SCHEST | | Manassas Christmas Parade

The OVH is an ARRL affiliated The Christmas Parade will be

Club and, as such, your Club held on December 2nd, 1989.

can receive a rebate for each Anyone wishing to help with

ARRL renewal or new membership communications, please contact
which is paid for through the Club. Dick Miller (WD4AZG) at 791-3839.

There is no extra charge, in
fact, you save the 25 cents postage!

If you arc not a member of

the ARRL, or need to rencw your
membership, help out your Club

by signing up or renewing

through the OVH. See Ken

Moan (KM4UH), Membership l NEXT MEETING _
Chairman, or myself, Steve Frick
(N4OGR). The next meeting of the OVHARC

will be heild on Monday night,
Decoember 18th, 1889, at

8:00 p.m., in the basement
Meeting Room of the Northemn
Virginia Electric Co-Op, 10323
Lomond Drive, Manassas,
Virginia.

'n’sl

THERE WILL BE NO MEETING IN NOVEMBER!!!!
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The Qle Yirxinis ITimas is published monthly by the Ole Virginia Hams Amateur Radio Club,

im mmiled free to members of the OVHARG.

in this Newsletter, provided proper credit ism given.
with other Clube and Associamtions upon reguast.

articles is the 85th of emch month.

Manassas Post Office, Manassas, Virginia.

" We mre aslways looking for interesting items for the Newsletter.
~ mhmek tips, items for =sale, itema wanted, brain teasera,
Newsletter Editor, c/o Ole Virginia Hams,
or, mive us a landline (361-0008 or S890-—-8Be7).

will be interesting to otherm!

Pearmission is granted for use of material contained

This Editor will exchmange Newsletters
Newsletter deadline for submission of
The Newsletter is entered as PFirat Clmes Mail at the

WORLD WIDE FRIENDSHIP THROUGH AMATEUR RADIO

If you see articles, have
et ., Please send them to the
Pomt Office Box 1288, Manassas, Virginia 22110

If 4t 1w interesting to you, chances are it
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