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. Greetings to all. Most of you have already heard but T am
very sad to report that the OVH family has suffered a great. .
loss. Mary Lu Blasdell / KB4EFP passed away on July 3, 2012, - &

From my own intéractions with Mary Lu; it was clear that
she was an incredibly capable and driven woman. When I first
 became a member of OVH some years ago, Mary Lu was there -
with answers to most procedural and club business questions. I
cannot remember a time that Mary Lu was not able or willing -
to help, including even with most recently concluded Manassas
Hamfest. She served in officer and other support positions with -
the OVH for more than 30 years.

There are so many stories I could share, but the most memorable was the year Butch / W4HJL,
her husband, had his second heart attack. Because of his resulting medical issues, Butch was - ‘
unable to make his annual trip to the Dayton Hamvention that year, but during the OVH Hamfest
Just a few weeks later, I saw Mary Lu at Butch’s side helping him walk to the main building at
the Fairgrounds. The scene of petite Mary Lu supporting Butch was one that I will never forget.
That is that way she was, always supportive. Even during her long bout with Parkinsons, Mary Lu
remained an active, interested and supportive OVH member. She will be sorely missed by everyone. -

At the upcoming regular OVH meeting, we expect to receive the final results of the June OVH
Manassas Hamfest, and to continue our critique and discussion about improvements which may
be made for the 2013 Manassas Hamfest. During the second part of the meeting, we will review
the recent ARRL / OVH Field Day and its results, which was very successful thanks to the
organizational skills of Randy / WB7RAV and good participation by club members.

I hope to see you all at the upcoming OVH meeting, Monday July 16th, 7:30-PM.
73 George K4GVT
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i - directors. More about Mary Lu later in this newsletter.

il assist with the transition,

Sunshine Corner. o -

Happy Birthday wishes this month to Steve / KB4OF George / KAGVT, Michael KC4ZNQ, Jake

[ KI4SPX; Brenda /' WD4RKH, Kenneth / KB4BWM and Neil/ KD7UHR._ S R e
The OVH had a very successful Field Day event on June 23 - 24th, thanks fo Randy / WB7TRAV

who coordinated the event, and to all others who assisted and participated. More information about

the just completed Field Day later in this Newsletter. e UL e

The OVH is very sad to report the recent death of Mary Lu/ KB4EFP, who finally succumbed to e
~ Parkinson’s Disease. Mary Lu was a long time ham radio and OVH supporter and officerand we .
~ all will miss her very much. Qur condolences to her husband, ~Biitc11 ! WAHJL; one of the-OVH.’Sg s

- The Sunshine Corner column is very short again this month; a replacement is needed for me and i

Until someone steps forward as a replacement, please continue to send your news/ comments to

e kg4tvm@hotmail.com or by telephone to 703-257-3566.

73 Theresa ‘KG4TVM S
 Minutes of the Ole Virginia H
June 18.2012:

George / KAGVT called tbhe_me'eti‘ng to order at 7:30 pm. Meeting was held at the Prince William | 5
County Red Cross Chapter House in Manassas, Virginia.- - e : i

ams Amateur Radio Club Meefing

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, all present stated their names and call s1gns There were 20
OVH members and 1 guest. '

BUSINESS MEETING

Minutes from the May meeting were approved as read » R )
Treasurer’s Report — Gary / WG4ARC was not available, Gebrge K4GVT reportéd the income from
hamfest, the amount was not final,

Membership — Théresa / KGATVM read in Robert / KJ4EOR and John / KK4GWU as new member

applicants. _ » _ o v R
Repeaters — Keith / KM4AA reported that the roof at the shed was replaced; thanked éverydne who
assisted with that work. .

Hamfest — George / K4GVT reported that we need a new chairperson for next year, and expressed B
- hope that Terry / KC4DV who was co-chair with Bruce / ABSCI for this year’s hamfest would be

- willing and able to take that position. Terry is not at the meeting tonight; discussion followed;

- George thanked everyone for their help and participation the hamfest this year. There will be T
further discussion about the hamfest, including money issues and the final money results at the

-  next meeting.

‘Scholarship — Theresa / KG4TVM read a thank you card from this year's OVH Scholarship
winner, Luke Henry. ’

Theresa / KG4TVM gave everyone in attendance a raffle ticket and pulled tickets for hats from

Yaseu and a T-shirt from Hip Ham Shirts.
Continued on page 4
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v Bill N4SV vv111 donate a 6 meter antenna to the club'-
e .. :v_v.'vvvv'_vMeetlng ad_]ourned at 8: 44 pIIl

Field Day — Randy / WB7RAV gave a rundown of the upcoming event, what is planned and what
<~ isneeded. Location will be next to the Prince William County Central Library; 9 am setup for the
tent on Saturday, June 23rd, the rest of setup (radios, antennas, generators logging computers,
etc.) begins as soon as the tent is up; operations will begin by 2:00 pm. Dinner will be at 6 pm
and the Red Cross will bring the canteen. Radio operations will continue all'night and into early
_ Sunday afternoon before tear-down: Watch on the reflector and the VHF net for last minute’ deta11s
Everyone is welcomed to attend. Discussion followed.: -

Winter: Fleld Day and Sunshme Corner st111 need a chalr person .

7:*50/50 won by Bill IN4SV.

. ""VﬂRemmders about some upcommg events / calendar dates

HAMFESTS: _ . i :
: Saturday, August 4, 2012 - thon V1rg1n1a Roanoake Hamfest. More 1nfo at http //w4ca com -

Sunday, August 5, 2012 - Berryv111e Hamfest Berryv1lle Virginia. More mformatlon at |
_http:/iwww.wdrkc:org/hamfest :

SPECIAL TRAINING EVENT:"

Tuesday, July-17, 2012 at 8:00 PM to 9: 3OPM The ARRL is hosting an onhne webmar about the, :
12012 hurricane season and Amateur Radio preparations and response. The program will include -
presenters from the National Hurricane Center (NHC) and WX4NHC (the Amateur Radio .
station at the NHC), the VoIP Hurricane Net, the Hurricane Watch Net (HWN) and the ARRL.

- Webinar registration is open to everyone, but will be of particular interest to those amateurs

in hurricane-prone areas. To participate, you will need a computer with a high speed Internet
connection. To register, go to https://www3.gotomeeting.com/register/472855454

OPERATING EVENTS AND CONTESTS

There a many operatmg contests almost all of the time The excellent Web 31te mamtamed by
WAT7TBNM at http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/ lists most of them'

" PUBLIC SERVICE / TRAINING / ARES EVENTS S
Check the online Calendar by David / KG4GIY at http://www.pwcares.org for latest updates.

David maintains-a comprehensive calendar for upcoming events at that web site. Complete direct
contact information for David appears on page 2 of this Newsletter.

ITU 7/ UN - ongoing and upcoming Power Grab for control of the Internet

-The International Telecommunications Union, originally established in 1865 as an intemnational organization
to regulate international telegraph operations, is now an agency of the United Nations; the ITU will be holding

- another World Telecommunications Conference at the end of 2012. Amateur radio operators know about the ITU

- because it is the source for international frequency allocation agreements which provide the basis for the ham
radio frequencies we use; its activities in that arena are benign. But what the popular press has not reported is the -

current manipulation of the ITU, almost unopposed by the USA so far, to take over and gain control the Intemet by
ITU regulation, a development that has many foreboding and ominous implications. A June 17, 2012 WSJ article
reported about this, see hitp:/tinyurl.com/6mk8q3c See also, http://wcitleaks.org for a web site referred to in the
W3SJ article for pertinent ITU source documents. Scary stuff. Why is the US and FCC not actively opposing this?
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. novel; about a young ham who' -
~ saved his town from a flood by -

" Novice exam'in early 1976.

- vertical with 60 radials and

5 o Spotlight_ on an OVH Member
~Terry/KC4DV - '

I was first licensed in 197 6 in my hometown of Cedar Rapids Iowa as WNOSPX at the age of 16. In 1980 I
_upgraded to advanced class and held the call sign of KCSDV for over 30 years. Last June I changed my call
. -signto KC4DV and 1 Jomed the. Ole Vlrglma Hams in May 2011 T-also belong to Vienna Wireless Society

and Woodbndge Wireless. ol

1 got interested in ham radlo as{ :
a twelve year old after readinga

using Ham Radio: In the winter
0f 1975 T attended aNovice =
Class at the Red Cross Chapter
~in Cedar Rapids and took my -

- For HF. I use a Yaesu FT-950
-and the Drake C line twins. My -
‘antennas-are a Hustler 6-BTV -

a horizontal V-for 40 and 15
~- - meters. For VHF/UHF repeater
~ usel have a Yaseu FT-8800R -
= and aKenwood - TH-D72. 1
recently acquired an ICOM 910H and am mterested in terrestrial and satellite UHF/V HF SSB, CW and FM.
~Tuse aYaesu FT-7900R in my car.

* Last year I participated in the Manassas 2011 Hamfest on the tailgate parkmg crew thls year Twas
co-chairman of the Manassas Hamfest with Bruce / ABSCI. I also supported the Marine Corps Marathon last
fall which was very inspiring and fun.

--Field Day, my son was born during the 1982 Fleld Day' The 10 meter contest is also one of my favontes
Feel free to email me at kcddv@arrl.net - '

_ ~_Some Poss:bly Useful Informatlon
1. The MetEd web site prov1des free education and online training resources for umversny atmospherlc scientists
and students, individuals interested in learning more about meteorology, weather forecasting, and related geoscience
topics, and the operational forecaster community. See, hitps://www.meted.ucar.edu for more information. A free, online’
registration is required in order to take any of MetEd’s lengthy list of online courses. The typical course module is very
substantive and will require several hours to complete. Downloadable reading material is usually also provided.
2. MetEd has recently offered two course which should be of interest to ham radio operators who want to expand their
knowledge of radio propagation: Space Weather Basics (Second Edition) and Space Weather Impacts on Aviation (radio). -
- There are several other courses of potential interest to hams interested in Skywarn, including Skywarn Spotter Training, -
- The Role of Skywarn Spotters, and Skywarn Spotter - Convective Basics. o
~ 3.David/KG4GIY who adminsters the Linux Journal’s virtual hamshack ( http://linuxjournal.com/ham ) hasrecently
authored an article on the rapidly changing desktop ( hitp:/linuxjournal com/content/rapidly-changing-desktop ). -
Well written. Read it for a lot of good insight about how computer usage and systems are rapidly evolving.
4. At least 10 OVH members attended the Dayton Hamvention this year, and 2 OVH members attended the all day
Contest University program in Dayton, Ohio just before the Dayton Hamvention. Because of space limitations agaom this
month, reports and information from Dayton from those attendees will appear in the August 2012 OVH Newsletter.
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: - hobby. In times past Mary Lu was the OVH Secretary and for

- as the family drew together to deal with its sadness and loss and:_f

Remembermg Mary Lu / KB4EFP

We are sad to report another silent key in our OVH communny Mary Lu Blasdell KB4EFP dled on Tuesday,
July 3,°2012, from the debilitating effects of Parkinson’s Dlsease at age 72 Her health slowly declined over
~the past six years; making it 1mpossible for her 0 continue an =
-~ activerole in-amateur radio or the OVH._ $till, many of us recall
- 'her selfless spirit-and endless energy. in support of our club and -

- many years was very active in Hamfest planning and execution. =
And:we recall the many isstes of: the cliib ‘Newsletter that she
’:falthﬁllly composed and pubhshed

She came from a ham famlly her father John:and her uncl
Duke were amateur radio operators as  was her: ‘husband of 49
ears; Butch; WAHJL, who is also well known to everyore in the__.
~“club and everyone who éver had anything to do with the club as'a
~friend and resource for amateur radio matters arid a helping: ‘hand
- for just about ‘anything or-anyone in heed.:One of Butch’s-and
_‘j-.MaIy Lu s sons Blaine; is also licensed but: cuxrently machve

oIn addmon.to Butch Mary Lu left her mother and two“snsters;*
- and her six adult children and three grand children behind. “The:
©many. Blasdell friends-and  associates-and  the -amateur radio
e commumty came forward in great numbers in honor-and support .

- with the myriad details that must be examined after a death: - =

- On Monday memiﬂg; July 10th, a person we knewi as-a Mom, homemaker, wife, CCD teacher, piano teacher,
" tax preparer, Newsletter editor, a ham radio- operator and a friend was laid to rest in a gently rolling meadow at
*-Quantico National Cemetary. Goodbye Mary Lu — we salute you.
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"_'_'f_ARRL/ OVH 2012 Field Day Event Wrap U
- Held Saturday / Sunday June 23th -24th

The Board of Supervrsors for Pnnce Wllham County, Vlrglma proclalmed aweek perlod endmg on June 24th to

o ‘be Amateur Rad10 ‘Week asa prelude to the ARRL Freld Day: and related local radlo c]ub events.

O June 19, 2012 “
C PROCLAMATION '

* Proelaim — Junie 18-24, 2012 — Aniatear Radio Week

WHEREAS, this year's Amatevr | dm’Fre]d Days wri% t'iL.e faceon Js.r 0 2324, 2012;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLYF n ﬁm ”ﬂlL ‘Prince William Borlrd of County’ Sapm isors.does hereby
proclaim the week of June 18-24, 2012 as amateur Radio Week and mlh upon all citizens 1o pay appropriate tribute to
the Amateur Radio operators of our {.ourtt) :

BOARD OF {“OIT\TY Ui P!_“RVISORS

wrey AL ‘sten art
Chairman

The OVH Field Day event went subéténtially -.as"plenn'ed.‘ due to the excellent planning by Randy / WB7RAV,

~with perfect weather. The only slight hitch was that some of the Red Cross personnel who were expected to attend -

the event were unexpectedly diverted to Prince Georges County, Maryland, with equipment, to assist residents

~ there of an apartment building which had been destroyed by a microburst storm or mini-tornado late on Friday.

Nevertheless, set up of the Red Cross supplied, air conditioned tent and large generator on Saturday morning went
forward without missing a beat. When a shortage of portable chairs and table was noticed, arrangement were made
immediately to borrow such items from the local VFW hall. The set up of the radio equipment and computer loggers
was then quickly accomplished so that all stations could be on the air by 2:00 PM  Continued on next page
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o local trme For: the HF bands two separate G5RV: antennas were strung up 1n the trees" Th CW statrbn provrded by

 Wayne/ AGAZZ operated on gel battery power (with solar cell assist); with a maximum power of 5 watts. The SSB

- and Digital); by band, 2A

- initials -or callsign log in-

",_WICRO

B - actual W40VH operators

(and GOTA SSB) radlo transmrtters operated at hlgher power. A 6 meter beam was. set up for VHF operatron :
" Field Day Radio Operatmg Results (spemal thanks to Keith / KM4AA for these tabulatlons from the computer logs) %

Total “W40VH Contacts
' made, all modes (CW, SSB-

-Operation: 160 meters — 1;
" 80 meters — 318; 40" meters.
—:202,°20 meters: ~ 134;
15 meters = 15; 10 meters
,‘2 6meters—2and125 ,
'{’meters ~1. :

Operators of the W4OVH,
station as identified by

-on  the -computer - logging |-
. system: MDB, JLW, W4ZB,_
. AG4ZZ, -SAM, SCG,
= JPH, MW, KJ4OLF, KED,
0 'KE4TMW, - KJ4VTP and*'

‘Note: a number of the'

-~ operated under log-ins by || »
other W40OVH ' operators,

o - -and cannot be specifically identified from the computer logs used for this tabulation. Additionally, a large number.

of OVH Field Day attendees assisted with support functions or socialized and did not actually operate radios to

.---make contacts!

Total W4PVA GOTA statlon contacts (SSB; all bands) 15

“The OVH’s Field Day station,; W4OVH, made contacts vmth other Fteld Day statlons Iocated in 46 of the 50 e

- states of the United States as well as in Puerto Rico and in'several of the provinces of Canada. See colored areas

~ - on the map which show the locations of the other Field Day stations actually contacted by WAOVH.

_ . The OVH’s final claimed Field Day score was 1798 points, with bonus points claimed for Emergency Power, -
-~ Media Publicity, Public Location, Info Booth, Natural Power, and Visit by Officials. Some additional activities

- which we did not do, but which would have resulted in additional bonus points: originate / handle NTS message(s), o : .
- WIAW Field Day message, Satellite operation and GOTA Maximum (bonus if 20 or more stations contacted by
~'same operator).

" Aside from Field Day radio operating, many attendees and participants came for the food - lunch and dinner
- were provided from the Red Cross van on Saturday, and socializing. A good time was had by all. In all the OVH

- did very well, the main point for the OVH and all participants was to have fun, to attract public attention and to
demonstrate we can field deploy and operate, making two way radio contacts with many other distant stations.
We did all of that but we can still do better next year!

Selected pictures from the 2012 Field Day event on the following page. Continued on next page
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